Minutes of the AGM of the Minnicock Lake Cottager’s Association
Sunday, August 3, 2008 at the cottage of Myra and Rich Partridge (W20)
 
Sign in was passed around
Present: Bob and Beth Ardiel E19, Brian Aubrey W15, Kevin Clowes E9, Bob Davis E4, Jack and Pam DeGroot E15, Karen DeGroot, Sandy and Dan Denbey, Ken Diana 1007, Emily Donaldson S4, Sandy Hutchison E14, Beth Hubbard, Brian and Jayne Lasenby E18, Judy Loukras E29, Gary and Carolyn McIlravey E3, Sara Milligan E9, George and Marucia Montgomery 1128, Michael and Audrey Montgomery 1450, Bert and Patricia Naylor S10, Rich Partridge, Jeff Pass E29, Risto and Irja Saarenvirta 1194, Dale Schott E17, Annerose and Jon Schmidt, Craig Small S4, Gill and Doug Steven E9, Karl Vahrmeyer E33, Kim and Wilma Warne W13, Diana Wessels 2363 ....  40 in all!!!
Pot Luck Lunch at 11:30 was followed by a 1 pm meeting
What a lovely potluck lunch ... thank you all for your contributions and to Rich for providing the lovely surroundings!
A motion was made by Sandy Hutchins to accept the minutes of 2007 AGM of the Minnicock Lake Cottagers Association. Seconded by Doug Steven.  Carried.
1.       Lot W1: Decisions have been made and George Montgomery is not going to be doing anything in terms of the lot at this time.  Things are as usual.
 
2.       Regatta:  This was not held this year but Gary will assist next year.  Committee is a possible idea, looking for families with children ages 8 to 12 ish.  Bob Davis reminded us that there are adults that would like to participate in events.  He has offered to help too.  There is a trophy around somewhere.  Doug Steven reminded of offer to do a safe canoe session at the regatta.  Bert suggested that there be a sign up for the day.  And voila, we have a committee!!  Bert Naylor will head up this team of himself, Bob Davis, Doug Steven and Gary McIlravey!  Tentative date is August 1st, 2009, the day before the AGM for 2009
Patty Naylor moved that these folks put the regatta together, Gil Steven seconded.  Carried.
 
3.       Charter and covenant:  These have not been reviewed or revised for a number of years and there are some transgressions!  Rich Partridge spoke to this and expressed gratitude for the foresight of the original planners of these documents.  Please check these on our Minnicock Lake website.  They clearly outline the philosophy and values towards the environment, of cottagers on the lake.  Rich expressed concern for the shoreline and erosion that is happening, as well as conspicuous colours of outbuildings.  He reminded us of the importance of using biodegradable things for septic to deal with and that the septic should be pumped out every 3-5 years.  He also recommended posting these documents for renters.  
Beth Ardiel moved that we review the covenant every year (annually) Brian Lasenby seconded. Carried.  New buyers got copy of charter with their deed and there is some discrepancy between the charter and the covenant in regards to motor size.  For most lots, the limit is 6hp, for a few it is 9.5 hp.  The bottom line is PLEASE don’t run motors full out and respect the quiet and calm of the lake!  Rich will talk to Wayne and Suzanne about this discrepancy.  He will post this.  Bob Davis recommends that sellers on the lake make the real estate or next generation conscious of these documents. 
 
4.       Status of the Newsletter and website:  Sara Milligan cannot continue with the newsletter and so we are looking for someone.  Sara and Matt still continue to maintain the website.  We need someone to summarize and distribute the news, or send it to Sara and Matt.  We could do a mass e-mail to encourage people to check the website. We can keep Sara and Dan up to date by contributing news.  Dan will look into getting signs made.  There is a link to the site master thru the website and so your news or photos can be posted electronically.   Gary McIlravey put forth the motion to post the website on a sign to the private roads and Bob Ardiel seconded. Carried.
 

5.       Reports on Lake steward: Doug Steven gave his annual report on the phosphorous levels in the lake and this year they are at their lowest since 2002 at 9.2 ... down from a high of 27.9 Doug also brought in long time Minnicock cottager and professor of Environmental Philosophy and Biology at Guelph University, Jonathan Schmidt, to speak about our lake and its natural changes. The following is a brief summary of the inspiring presentation given by Jonathan. 
The lake and surroundings have changed a lot over 200 years.  The environment is dynamic and constantly changing.  The lake is itself a shallow glacial depression fed by rain, melting snow and ice, underground springs and surrounding beaver ponds.  It is constantly draining towards Stormy Lake and ends up in Cameron Lake.  The lake has an average depth of 12’ to 15’ and is sensitive to input such as melt water and nutrient flow into it.  Jonathan reminded us of the importance of the natural shoreline.  The 30 foot shoreline buffer is important as it acts as a filter for nutrient flow into the lake.  Plants such as leather leaf should be left along the shore.  
The arrival of Eurasian milfoil is a good news bad news event.  It is very efficient at extracting nutrients and has helped bring down the phosphorous levels.   There is less milfoil this year than last and the lake will establish a new equilibrium balance.  There is a return of some water plants such as Canadian pond weed and water lilies.  This is good.  There are water mites which are predators and this is good too.  There are snails here which are eating the milfoil ... again good.  There is a slow return of bullfrogs but the crayfish population is way down, a result of fish stocking.  There are some algae because of fewer grazing organisms such as crayfish and tadpoles.  The bottom line is that the lake is in good stead, but is sensitive to nutrient input. The forest is healthy because of the rain and no bug infestation this year.  Jonathan was able to questions about lake temperature (wind and sun absorption variables) and tent caterpillars (10 to 16 year cycles).  He also told us of the importance of slugs in the quick decomposition of leaves and that there is an increase in their numbers because of the wet summer conditions. 
Jonathan credited Pat Montgomery for having encouraged him as a youngster, to explore and report on the status of the area.
Thank you Jonathan for such an interesting presentation!
 
6.       Treasurer:  Sandy Denby gave the treasurer report.  There have been few expenditures and as a result we are in good standing financially.  Sandy encouraged people to keep receipts for such things such as the regatta. Sandy moved to accept the treasurer report, seconded by Rich Partridge.  Carried.  Wilma Warne moved to increase the annual donation to the Haliburton Hospital this year to $300.  Seconded by Patty Naylor.  Carried.
7.       Uranium Mining:  Jack DeGroot spoke about the concern of the exploration in the area and of the outdated Ontario Mining Act.  There is a meeting of FUME (Fight Uranium Mining and Exploration) It is on Sunday August 10th from 10:30 to 12:30 at the Glamorgan Community Centre in Gooderham.  FUME is at www.fighturanium.com  or fighturanium@gmail.com  or 705 447 3407
8.       New business:  Not so nice business actually.  There was a break in at S5 wherein the gate to the property was cut and gas power motors were taken.  
9.        Vice Chair and Chair Positions available: Dan Denby has served his two year term as president and is encouraging others to take on this position.  While people pondered the idea of volunteering, Dan told the group of his findings re the name origin of our lake.  Apparently from the Ojibwa, Minnicock could mean berry basket.  On learning this, Brian Lasenby has happily offered to take on the role of vice president if Dan will stay on one more year.  The understanding is that Brian will assume president position next year.  Everyone agreed to this!  Thank you Brian. 
10.   Next year’s meeting of the Cottagers Association will be at the cottage of the Small’s (S5) 
At 3:10 p.m., Sandy Denby moved to adjourn and Diana Wessels seconded.  Carried
 
Minutes respectively submitted by Karen DeGroot
August 4, 2008 
