Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the

Minnicock Lake Ratepayers’ Association

Sunday, August 5, 2007

Held at the cottage of Jim and Dianna Hubbard at Turtle Rock

The meeting this year was preceded by a lovely potluck luncheon.  The weather was perfect and both lunch and meeting were enjoyed outside.

Chair Dan Denby opened the meeting shortly after 1 p.m., welcoming everyone and introducing the Association Executive: Chair – Dan Denby; Treasurer – Sandy Denby; Secretary – Karen DeGroot; Lake Steward – Doug Stephen; Newsletter Co-editors – Sarah and Matt Milligan

Present at the meeting: Sarah Shartal & James Cushing (E 26), Mike Darlington (E 12), Jack & Pam DeGroot, Karen DeGroot (E 15, E 16), Sandra & Dan Denby (E 11), Jim Hubbard & Diana Wessels (E 32), Karl & Wilma Vahrmeyer E33, Sandra Hutchison (E 13& E 14), Chris Kozak ( E 27), Gary McIlravey ( E 3), Peter and Robyn Meerveld (E 28), Matt & Sarah Milligan (E 9, E 10), Bert Naylor (S 10), Dave McLean (S 1), Rich Partridge (W 20), Dale Schott (E 17), Audrey Steinhoff and Jeff (E 2), Doug Stephen, Sarah and Matt Milligan, Jennifer Claves(E 9, E 10),  Stephen & Lorna Waddell (E 31), Judy Loukras and Jeff Pass (E 29)

Dan introduced the agenda, which is highlighted throughout these minutes. 

2006 Minutes:  The minutes had been sent in the mail with the Winter 2006 newsletter.

Rich Partridge moved that the minutes of the 2006 AGM be accepted.  Seconded by Dianna Hubbard / carried.

Newsletter/Website:  Sarah and Matt proposed that the newsletter be sent out every six months, and in fact wondered if the newsletter was necessary with the now established website.  The Internet is environmentally friendly in terms of paper use.  A printed version would be sent to those without Internet access.  Sarah also invited more submissions to the newsletter.

Gary McIlravey suggested keeping a hard copy for archive purposes.

Rich suggested sending the minutes with the next newsletter as per usual and informing everyone of the change.

All agreed to both suggestions.

Dan thanked Sarah and Matt for all of their work on the newsletters and web page.

Regatta:  Sarah Milligan noted that there was no regatta this summer (2007) and that it was missed.  It has become tradition that the winning family of the previous year organizes the regatta.  Since there wasn’t one this year, Gary volunteered to organize one for next summer (2008) on the August long weekend.

All agreed and thanked Gary for his offer!

Lot W1:  Rich Partridge gave a background summary of the history of lot W1.  This has been topic of discussion for a few years now and there has been difficulty coming to a consensus.  The proposition put forward by Patty Naylor, presented by Rich Partridge, is to donate the land to the Cottagers Association for the cost of severance and legal fees.  The pros and cons of this proposition were presented:

Pro - access to bring items such as floating docks, to the lake

· the land won’t be developed

· there will be legal access for the south road

Con - there are costs involved, including severance, legal fees and insurance and taxes

After Rich’s presentation, questions and possible solutions arose. 

Because the Minnicock Lake Ratepayers’ Association is not a legal entity, can we own land?

What are the implications of insurance and liability?

How are costs allocated?

Sarah Shartal suggested that a Land Trust was a possible solution.  She volunteered to do the leg work in terms of contacting local officials to gather information.  If the Land Trust is presented as a formal solution, all cottagers would receive the information in advance of any vote.

The bottom line … there is a request from the Association for a formal, written proposal from Patty Naylor and George Montgomery regarding lot W1.  Dan will contact Patty and George.  Sarah Shartal will check the Land Trust logistics and write a draft of what that would look like.

Rich proposed that it be put in writing, all the particulars for the nature of the proposal, including time lines for the next step.  He and Sarah Shartal will explore costs and legal aspects, including current insurance and taxes being paid.  The information will be shared with all owners. Mike Darlington seconded.  Carried.

Bert Naylor said that Rich spoke accurately on behalf of Patty and thanked the association for their interest.

Related to access to the lake via lot W1, the Association received a note from Karen Newton regarding high speed boats on the lake on July 30, 2007.

Mike Darlington spoke of concerns of ATVs on the roads and wondered about the possibility of a gate at W1.  It was suggested that that be discussed at the meeting of the roads committee.

Weeds: There is an invasion of milfoil weeds (nasty things!) that are not native to our lakes.  We are not the only lake with this problem.  There are possible solutions such as introducing a native bug (weevil) to destroy it, applying chemicals or laying down mats in small areas.  In his report, Lake Steward Doug Stephen said that our lake has its’ lowest phosphorous readings in years.  A reminder was made to the importance of keeping the septic tanks in good working order.  Brian Aubry had organized septic pumping on the west road last year and several cottages took advantage of this opportunity.  Peter Meerveld wondered if a phosphorous count could also be taken of the beaver ponds, and what the affect of the water from those ponds would have on our lake regarding the weed situation.

Doug will check that and continue sending lake samples to the Ministry.  He encouraged cottagers to read our newsletter for information on maintaining the lake’s health.

Treasurer’s Report:  This was presented by Sandy Denby.  She proposed that the Association continue their donation of $100 to the Haliburton Hospital and their membership in FOCA.  Sarah Shartal moved to accept the proposal.  Seconded by Doug Stephen.  Carried.  Gary moved to accept the treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Dianna.  Carried.

New Business:  Jim Hubbard recommended that there be a canoe safety course offered on the lake.  Mike suggested that there be a canoe demonstration as part of the regatta.  Jim and Doug offered to be involved in looking after this event.

Dan presented a message from Ann Harrison.  She suggested that there be a link from the FOCA website to a letter of welcome to our lake.  This would be like a cyber visit and would share with others what makes our lake different.  With our new website, this is easily accomplished.

Next Meeting Date:  We’ll meet on the Sunday of the long weekend, August 3, 2008 at the cottage of Rich Partridge (W20), with a potluck beforehand.

Dan Denby made an invitation for someone to fill the position of Vice Chair of the Minnicock Lake Ratepayers’ Association.  There were no candidates accepting the offer today.

Motion to close the meeting was made by Sarah Shartal.  Seconded by Dianna Wessels.

Carried.

Thank you.

